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Minutes of June 8, 2021
Record of Proceedings

Regular meeting of the Washington Township Board of Trustees was held at the Washington Township Administration Building, 6200 Eiterman Road, Dublin, Ohio, on June 8, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.  Meeting was called to order by Mr. Charles Kranstuber, Chair, and the meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll call – 
Mr. Charles Kranstuber, Chair – Present




Mr. Jan Rozanski, Vice Chair - Present




Ms. Denise Franz King, Trustee – Present 

Sheriff’s Report:

Deputy Chuck Hamilton was present to give report of activity in the Township.  
Resolution to Hire Communications Manager Amendment:

Mr. Kranstuber introduced and moved the adoption of the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION TO HIRE MELANIE J. AMATO AS A FULL-TIME PROBATIONARY COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER (AMENDED)

WHEREAS, Washington Township provides fire suppression and prevention, emergency medical services and other Township administrative duties to its constituents, and 

WHEREAS, a need to fill a vacancy, occurring on February 28, 2021, in the position of Communications Manager, and;

WHEREAS, to adequately provide services, it is necessary to fill the vacancy in the position, and

WHEREAS, the appointment is being recommended by the township administrator, human resource manager, and fire chief; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES OF WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP, FRANKLIN, DELAWARE, AND UNION COUNTIES, OHIO THAT:

Section 1:  
The Board approves the hiring of:

Name:

Melanie J. Amato

Position:
Probationary Communications Manager

Classification:
Non-Uniformed Full-Time Exempt 

Annual Salary:
$94,000.00

Effective date:
May 29, 2021

Section 2.  
It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of the Board and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

Section 3.
This Resolution shall take effect and be in force at the earliest time permitted by law.

Mr. Rozanski seconded the motion, and the roll was called on with all members of the Washington Township Board of Trustees voting aye.  Resolution adopted.  


#2021.06.08.001










Append #001

Resolution to Hire Fire Inspector:

Ms. King introduced and moved the adoption of the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION TO HIRE FRANK MICHAEL DEFRANCISCO AS A FULL-TIME PROBATIONARY FIRE INSPECTOR
WHEREAS, Washington Township provides fire suppression and prevention, emergency medical services and other Township administrative duties to its constituents, and 

WHEREAS, a need to fill a vacancy, occurring on August 21, 2020, in the position of Fire Inspector, and;

WHEREAS, to adequately provide services, it is necessary to fill the vacancy in the position, and;

WHEREAS, the appointment is being recommended by the township administrator, human resource manager, and fire chief; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES OF WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP, FRANKLIN, DELAWARE, AND UNION COUNTIES, OHIO THAT:

Section 1.
The Board approves the hiring of:

Name:

Frank Michael DeFrancisco

Position:
Probationary Fire Inspector

Classification:
Uniformed/Full-Time Non-Exempt / Fire

Annual Salary:
$94,508.56

Effective date:
July 10, 2021

Section 2.  
It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of the Board and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.
Section 3.  
This Resolution shall take effect and be in force at the earliest time permitted by law.

Mr. Rozanski seconded the motion, and the roll was called on with all members of the Washington Township Board of Trustees voting aye.  Resolution adopted.  
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Append #002

Resolution to Hire Fire Inspector:

Mr. Kranstuber introduced and moved the adoption of the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION TO HIRE SAMUEL C. PARSONS AS A FULL-TIME PROBATIONARY FIRE INSPECTOR

WHEREAS, Washington Township provides fire suppression and prevention, emergency medical services and other Township administrative duties to its constituents, and 

WHEREAS, there is a need to fill a temporary vacancy in the position of Fire Inspector, and;

WHEREAS, to adequately provide services, it is necessary to fill the vacancy in the position, and;

WHEREAS, the appointment is being recommended by the township administrator, human resource manager, and fire chief; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES OF WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP, FRANKLIN, DELAWARE, AND UNION COUNTIES, OHIO THAT:

Section 1.
The Board approves the hiring of:

Name:

Samuel C. Parsons

Position:
Probationary Fire Inspector

Classification:
Uniformed/Full-Time Non-Exempt/Fire

Annual Salary:
$94,508.56

Effective date:
July 10, 2021

Section 2.  
It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of the Board and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

Section 3.
This Resolution shall take effect and be in force at the earliest time permitted by law.

Ms. King seconded the motion, and the roll was called on with all members of the Washington Township Board of Trustees voting aye.  Resolution adopted.  
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Append #003

Resolution Adopting National Fire Protection Association:
Mr. Kranstuber introduced and moved the adoption of the following Resolution:
RESOLUTION ADOPTING National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 855 (a new Standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage Systems)
WHEREAS, R.C. 505.373 allows the board of township trustees to “adopt by incorporation by reference a standard code pertaining to fire, fire hazards, and fire prevention prepared and promulgated by the state or any department, board, or other agency of the state, or any such code prepared and promulgated by a public or private organization that publishes a model or standard code”; and

WHEREAS, the Washington Township Fire Department operates under the 2016 Ohio Fire Code; and

WHEREAS, the 2016 Ohio Fire Code’s purpose is to “establish the minimum requirements consistent with nationally recognized good practice for providing a reasonable level of life safety and property protection from the hazards of fire, explosion or dangerous conditions in new and existing buildings, structures and premises, and to provide a reasonable level of safety to firefighters and emergency responders during emergency operations; and 

WHEREAS, the 2016 Ohio Fire Code makes clear “this code shall constitute the minimum standards for safeguarding life and property from fire and explosion in this state. No political subdivision with the statutory authority to promulgate a local fire code may provide a lower threshold of such safeguards or violate accepted engineering practice involving public safety.  Consistent with this paragraph, a political subdivision may promulgate fire code provisions that meet or exceed the minimum safety requirements as set forth in this code; and 

WHEREAS, NFPA 855 Standard, a new standard for the Installation of Stationary Energy Storage Systems, is more restrictive than the 2016 Ohio Fire Code; and 

WHEREAS, stationary energy storage systems, including lithium ion technology, are becoming more prevalent in data storage centers around the country.  Adopting NFPA 855 will allow the Washington Township Fire Department to review building plans using the most up-to-date standards for installation and safety.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Washington Township, Franklin, Delaware, and Union Counties, State of Ohio:

Section 1:
The Board of Trustees of Washington Township hereby adopts NFPA 855 (Standard for the Installation of Energy Storage Systems).

Section 2:
NFPA 855 is in addition to, and is not intended to replace, the Ohio Fire Code.

Section 3:
It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of the Board and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

Section 4:
This Resolution shall take effect and be in force at the earliest time permitted by law.

Mr. Rozanski seconded the motion, and the roll was called on with all members of the Washington Township Board of Trustees voting aye.  Resolution adopted.  
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Append #004
2022 Temporary Budget:

Summary

Please find attached the 2022 Tax Budget summary for Washington Township.  Ohio Revised Code 5705.28 mandates adoption of the tax budget by a taxing authority no later than July 15th of each year for the next succeeding year.  The primary purpose of the tax budget is to set property tax rates, and allocate local government fund dollars.

Fire Fund Capital Outlay

The new fire engine that was ordered during 2020 is in production, however recent updates from Sutphen indicate delivery may not occur until early 2022.  Appropriations for this item were set in the 2021 budget and will be carried over to the 2022 Tax Budget.

OPWC and American Rescue Plan (ARP) Funding

OPWC has notified us of our grant/loan award, however final paperwork has not been completed.  No revenue associated with these funds was included in the 2022 Tax Budget since details of the award have not been finalized.

Congress passed the American Rescue Plan (ARP), providing funds to state and local governments.  Townships have been identified as non-entitlement units of local government, and therefore final determination of township eligibility has been left to the State of Ohio.  It is likely some ARP funds will be passed down to townships; however, we have no details at this time as to what they may be and any requirements associated with their use.

Estimated Revenues

The Township has received an updated Certificate of Estimated Resources from the Franklin County Budget Commission, representing a modest increase in General Fund estimated receipts for 2022 representing a 4.9% change.  The Township also benefits from the State increase of the gasoline tax. Interest earnings are now being pro-rated and applied to the Motor Vehicle License and Gasoline Tax Funds, resulting in modest increases to those resources.   The EMS Billing Fund estimate remains flat based on historical performance.

/ The 15.3% reduction in Fire Fund revenue receipts results from non-collection of the Township’s four permanent fire levies for tax lien date 2021, payable in 2022.  When rates and amounts have been completed in September, there will likely be an adjustment to the 2022 permanent budget revenue estimates when we have a more accurate estimate.

	Estimated Revenues by Fund
	
	

	 
	2021 Permanent Budget
	2022 Tax Budget
	Percent Change between 2022 Tax Budget and 2021 Permanent Budget

	General Fund
	 $          1,511,303 
	 $                 1,584,966 
	4.9%

	Motor Vehicle Fund
	 $                 4,500 
	 $                        5,500 
	22.2%

	Gasoline Fund
	 $             110,000 
	 $                    130,000 
	18.2%

	Police Fund
	 $                       -   
	 $                             -   
	0.0%

	Fire Fund
	 $        21,611,080 
	 $               18,301,321 
	-15.3%

	EMS Billing Fund
	 $             900,000 
	 $                    900,000  
	0.0%

	TOTAL REVENUES
	 $        24,136,883 
	 $               20,921,787 
	-13.3%


Expenditure Appropriations

Proposed 2022 expenditure appropriations have been increased significantly in two funds, the General Fund and the Gasoline Tax Fund.  Both increases are related to costs associated with the Amlin area improvement project.  We anticipate utilizing OPWC funds first, prior to utilizing Township funding resources.  The Fire Fund represents a modest increase of 3.6%, primarily related to anticipated retirements, other personnel costs, and capital repairs.

	Proposed Appropriations by Fund
	
	

	 
	2021 Permanent Budget
	2022 Tax Budget
	Percent Change between 2022 Tax Budget and 2021 Permanent Budget

	General Fund
	 $         1,414,250 
	 $               3,504,250 
	147.8%

	Motor Vehicle Fund
	 $              15,000 
	 $                    15,000 
	0.0%

	Gasoline Fund
	 $            294,300 
	 $               1,101,600 
	274.3%

	Police Fund
	 $              20,000 
	 $                    20,000 
	0.0%

	Fire Fund
	 $       22,150,300 
	 $             22,945,400 
	3.6%

	EMS Billing Fund
	 $         1,492,500 
	 $               1,492,500 
	0.0%

	TOTAL EXPENDITURES
	 $       25,386,350 
	 $             29,078,750 
	14.5%


Resolution adopting 2022 Temporary Budget: 
Ms. King introduced and moved the adoption of the following Resolution:

WHEREAS the levels of resources have been identified for the 2022 fiscal year, and

WHEREAS appropriate planning and consultation within the Township has been accomplished; and

WHEREAS the Township’s Fiscal Officer, Administrator and the Fire Chief are now prepared to present the 2022 Temporary Budget; and

WHEREAS the Township’s Fiscal Officer, Administrator and the Fire Chief have prepared the 2022 Temporary Budget Appropriations resolution;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2022 Temporary Appropriations and Fiscal Operating, Capital and Debt Service Budgets of Washington Township, Franklin, Delaware and Union Counties, Ohio, for fiscal year 2022 as supported in the accompanying documentation and approved by the Trustees, Fiscal Officer, Administrator and the Fire Chief, to make expenditures within the projected income levels, provided that bills and payrolls shall be submitted to and approved for payment upon resolution of the Board; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Fiscal Officer be instructed to incorporate the Temporary Budget Resolutions, and all supporting documents into the minutes and appendices of this meeting, and to file these materials with the official records of this Township.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Board, and that all deliberations of the Board and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect and be in force at the earliest time permitted by law.
Mr. Rozanski seconded the motion and the roll was called on with all members of the Washington Township Board of Trustees voting aye.  Resolution adopted.  
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Append #005

Motion Authoring a Revision to the EMS Billing Policy:

Motion by Mr. Kranstuber, seconded by Mr. Rozanski, authorizing a revision to the EMS Billing Policy, originally adopted November 22, 2016.  The proposed change exempts employees/former employees and their families covered under Washington Township’s self-insurance plan from being billed for EMS transports.  Motion adopted.  
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Append #006

Motion Authorizing Purchasing Agreement with First Watch Solutions, Inc., for Software:
At the meeting of May 25, 2021, Chief Alec O’Connell introduced a presentation of First Watch software.  This software would be utilized by the WTFD for data collection, evaluating metrics, and annual accreditation compliance.  
Motion by Mr. Kranstuber, seconded by Ms. King, authorizing the Township Administrator to approve and enter into an agreement with First Watch Solutions, Inc. for the purchase of First Watch software, at a cost not to exceed $104,000.  This software will help with accreditation.  Noting: This expenditure will not increase the 2021 budget but money will be allocated from the current budget to cover costs.  Motion passed.  
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Append #007

Approve Meeting Minutes:

Meeting Minutes of May 25, 2021, were deferred to obtain clarification regarding legal counsel’s direction for Zoning violations and how/where the notices can be posted within the Township, if property owners do not pick up mail or sign for mail or respond to notices.  
Approval of the Consent Agenda: 

Motion by Mr. Kranstuber, seconded by Mr. Rozanski, to approve the Consent Agenda as follows:


Bills:   
May 27, 2021 


$   135,986.29
Payroll: May 28, 2021 


$   419,472.63
Payroll: Monthly June 4, 2021 

$       9,898.65

Motion passed.  
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Append #008
Round Table Discussion:
Updated reports were given by Department Heads and Trustees.
Amlin Area Improvements Update

EMH&T has put together a time line on the project included in the Trustees packet, which is very helpful.  There are still some issues regarding utilities and CSX Railroad but working through those issues. Mr. Kranstuber requesting beatification near the CSX Railroad with the project.  Discussed a quiet zones of the railroad tracks within the Township and this might be something to include into this Amlin Project.  
Adjourn Meeting:

Meeting of June 8, 2021, adjourned at approximately 6:40 p.m.

_____________________________________                   _______________________________
Mr. Charles Kranstuber, Chair


               Ms. Joyce E. Robinson, Fiscal Officer
